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November 9, 2006

Re grant application from Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway

Dear Grant Reviewers of The Janirve Foundation:


The Virginia Association for Parks supports the grant application the Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway (FBRP) has made to your foundation to establish a programming position in Buncombe County, which has become a pivotal location for visitors along the Parkway. With the continual erosion of federal funds to the Parkway, issues detrimental to the Park have blossomed. FBRP seeks to be a helpful, grassroots partner to Parkway management and needs the resources to broaden the FBRP presence in the Asheville area where growing population pressures further imperil Parkway values and standards.


Need for a permanent, on the spot staff member in the Asheville region is paramount if FBRP is to meet the increased challenges to assist the Park and help make the Parkway experience pleasant and educational for the traveler. The FBRP Save Parkway Views Program has been effective but needs continuing support.


The Virginia Association for Parks is an umbrella of Friends groups that was formed nearly a decade ago to help protect and preserve national and state parks located within the Commonwealth. The Blue Ridge Parkway flows through Virginia and North Carolina, and we realize the health of any part of the Park affects the vitality of the entire Park. We also understand all too well the pressures of development on the borders of our national parks in Virginia and have taken public stands to mitigate encroachment that devalues the park experience.


For these reasons, we strongly encourage you to fund the Friends of the Blue Ridge Parkway proposal. In this day and age of stress and over-harried citizens, more than ever, people need a “place to get away to for peace, quiet, and restoration of the soul.” We are fortunate to have the Parkway for such a place but it needs constant tending in order to keep it that way. It is such a special, one of a kind treasure.







Sincerely, 

Lynn Davis, National Parks Chair
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