To all VAFP members:

 

This year we've gone beyond the traditional role we've played in providing support for the State Park System budget. In this regard, we've sponsored four legislative bills designed to correct law enforcement inequities from the perspective of including DCR Conservation Officers under various protections that are presently already afforded to other similarly situated law enforcement officers.

 

Senator Creigh Deeds graciously consented to be our patron on all four bills:

 

SB 894 - Provides for the Attorney General to represent Conservation Officers in civil actions and for special counsel to be appointed to represent Conservation Officers on criminal charges arising out of performance of official duties.

 

SB 895 - Would include Conservation Officers in the Virginia Law Officers Retirement System (VaLORS).

 

SB 896 - Adds Conservation Officers to the list of those law enforcement officers covered by the Law Enforcement Procedural Guarantee Act.

 

SB 897 - Adds Conservation Officers to those public safety employees who are entitled to the presumption that certain infectious diseases are occupational diseases compensable under the Workers Compensation Act.

 

So far, we're batting three for four. SB 894, SB 896, and SB 897 have been passed by the full Senate and will be sent to the House for consideration as a part of "crossover" where Senate passed bills are sent to the House for consideration and vice versa. Crossover will occur on February 6.

 

The VaLORS bill , SB 895, died in the Senate Finance Committee. There was a motion and a second to report the bill out to the full Senate. The motion failed on a vote of 7 "no", 5 "yes", 1 "abstain", and two members were absent when the vote was taken.

 

We'll keep our finger on the House pulse and let you know if we need to "weigh in" on any of the three bills. Thanks again for your continuing support.....Johnny

